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ſtances like the preſent, a preacher 
of moderate invention car; find no 
Avant of ſubje&s, inthe uſe of which 
OY he may advantageouſly guide the 

de votional contemplations oß this 
day. They preſent themſelves from ſuch innumera- 
ble ſources, that the priacipat difficulty lies in ſele&- 
ing. Public and fervent gratitude to the Supreme 
Governour of the world, is the e the ſpecial, 
and the indiſpenſable duty before us. The whole 
immenſity of the Divine-goodneſs, in its wide extent, 
and in the endleſs channels through which it flows, 


is the proper baſis of this gratitude. What kindneſs. 


God has ſhewn to you, or'to me, to. your friends, or 
to my friends, is by no means the excluſive reaſon 
why we ſhould unite in rendering to him. our warm- 
eſt ieee All the riches of his unlimit- 
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QIBenevolence diflles ne agh al parts of 2 5 
erſe and uns Tn reed the.  laple of ages, 


pepſed, conſtitute the reaſon of, and pre annie. 
ly perſuaſive motive to this great duty, But who, if 
| he had a thouſand. - tongues | to ſpeak with, and a 
| thouſand ages to ſpeak in, could diſtinly deſcribe. 


all _— is diſplayed « of beni 


büe, bud in the e Julbng plan of God 11 


is, in truth, beyond all finite comprehenſion ; and,there-  - 


f fore, beyond all finite. una E „For myſelf, wheih- 


er my attention be turned to the inexhauſtible treal- - 
uxes of knowledge, of ſupport, and of happineſs, ex- . 


' Iſting in what God has formed; or to the momentary | 


aids, proteftions, and comforts; diſpenſed in his prov-. 
iüdence to unnumbęred millions uf beings; to the fa- 


vor enertifed towards holy, and the long fuffering 
axeteiſad dowards unbholy areatures; whether ON con- 
template ibe fats by which this. fair ſyſtem ſprang in- 


| io birth; the grole, by which A gvilty world is redeem. 
<q ;* or the conflagration,, by which a Dill more glo-. 


riqus ſyRem is to riſe gut of the aſhes of this; wheth- 
er 1, look backward, or forward, through time, or in- 
to ſternity, in other, cauntties, or my own; or think 
of the preſent, ang, eſpecially gf the future triumphs | 


of the Church of Chriſt, 1 am overwhelmed with the | 


voaſtneſs of the ideas, which, crowd upon my mind, 

and feel aſhamed of the coldneſs, with which my. flen- 
der gratityde moyes, of the e of language, in 
ow it is ed 


lion Rn not its lalutary influence. 


nity, in the works, in the . 


1 - r W Fg un 14 gs I 7; 3 
» + Provitoually with wa; to all ; hm el in which rejege 


1 


of 
„be ne hi whole, I am co. 
pelleld, my brethren, to come down. Fram this ever 
blooming garden of divine benignity, extended-oyer 
| the whole: boſom of nature, and far more copiouſly 
enriched than the primeyal-paradiſe. of our firſt pa- 
| Tents, I can only pluck and ſhew you two or three 


flowers; whoſe; texture, 2 een | 


caunqt obſerye unmoved. 


As tig; gratitude, N we are invieed)bia dan ; 


by our Chief Magiſtrate, has a more immediate re- 
ſpect to thoſe publie cireumſtane es in our country, both 


municipal; and national, which; peculiarly demand it; 


10 this patt of the ſcene let us for a moment attend. 
And here, with great propriety, might your attention 


he turned to the almoſt unparalleled nauonal proſper - 


ity, d with which Providence diſtinguiſhes us; our hith- 


erto fortunate. exemption; from war, -eſpetially that 


Gogulady. bloody one, Which new. exhauſts the . 


tions bf Europe; the increaſing, and pleaſing retire- 


ment of all ſanguinary ſtruggles, from between us and 


the n nn ne on our n 3 ds abun- 


- 


7 e % 3 dance 


* Fearce r has e we ene his capacity 
of Judging, w with tolerable exactneſa, on any ſuhject of this. nature, more, than 
che grave manner in which ſeveral reſpectable members of Congreſs have heſitated 


to admit that the United States ate ia a condition of national proſperity, Bat it is | 


poſſible that, he may be right, and they wrong, Surely, if a rapid increaſe of pag- 
ulation, with the competent means of a comfortable ſubliflence, which, if I do 


not miſtemember, Mr. Faley makes che prime object of government: if indi- 


vidual growing. opulence ; if a progigiouſly extenſive and Juorative commerce: 
if the government of law, not of force; if an increaſe of almoſt every valua- 
ble commodity, which renders it nearly impoſſible that the induſtrious ſhould 


| want; if the evident growth of knowledge, with a'great multiplication of the 


: means of preſerving and diffuſing it ; if public peace, and domeſtic repoſe, are 


marks of national proſperity, our condition muſt be fingularly proſperous. . 


Whether it be owing to this cauſe, or the other, is another queſtion, The yu 
- Firſt Cauſe, to all but Athciſts, is Divine, 
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dance which flows in our cup; the rapid progreſs of 
commerce, arts, and learning, of population, and ag: 
ricultural improvements, by which our Atlantic ſettle- 
ments vie with the crowded cities of Europe, and in- 
boſpitable foreſts are converted into fruitful fields; the 
_ continuance and accumulated ftrength of our National 
Government, the excellency of which experience, 
the beſt inſtructor, has clearly evinced; and the en- 
tire preſervation of our public liberties, civil and re- 
ligious. In the view of theſe things, your gratitude 
might be forcibly urged: For they are diſtinguiſhed 
mercies, which come down from the open hand of 
_ everlaſting kindneſs. But, as the time confines us to 
narrower limits, I ſhall take leave, with reſpe& to 
public merey, to concentrate your attention to a 
ſingle object, a ſingle character. Your admiration, 
and, it is to be hoped, your warmeſt gratitude, ever 
accompanying your Maker's goodneſs, anticipates 
what I am going to ſay. ' The Man, the rich gift 
of a merciful God to the Republic of North Ameri- 
ca, it is to be preſumed, is in your view. The amia- 
ble, the reſpectable, the never to be forgotten 
ONT ON who took us by the hand, when in 
the cradle of our political exiſtence, who has been 
ſo long at the head of our victorious armies, and of 
our Federal Councils, who has ſuffered ſo much in 
our behalf, and, under God, wrought ſueh ſalvations 
in our favour, is, to our world, but eſpecially to our 
country, one of the moſt conſpicuous memorials, of 
the Divine mercy. 

In what is about to be ſaid, miſtake me not. 
Think not, that I _ to be — of adula- 

tion 


ton tövards the MAN, in prejudice of the gratitude 
which is due to the munificient Being, whoſe agency 
is the inviſible ſource of all good, and whoſe ſove- 
reignty ſetteth up one, and putteth down another.“ 
It is in aid to your gratitude, that the charadter i is in- 
troduced. And it is introduced now; becauſe no pe · 
riod can preſent the obligation with more weight than 
the preſent. The circumſtance of the Prefident's 
retiring, at/this time, voluntarily and irtecoycrably, 
from all public functions, ſtrongly points out this as 
a peculiarly fit occaſion, to recognize and adore the 
fignal- goodneſs of God, in what ke. has been made 
che eminent inſtrument of procuring. Be it alſo re- 
membered, that, though gratitude be primarily due 
o God, as the great firſt cauſe and munificent foun- 
taln of all good; yet it is; on principles of indiſpu- 
table equity, due fecondarily, and in an inferior 
ſenſe, to the creature, who has done us effential ſer- 
vice: If, therefore, while we ſuggeſt ſome of the rex.” 
ſons for gfatitude, Which appear in the individual; in 
this great human character, a' decent tribute of re- 
ſpe& ſhould be paid to the character itſelf, it is pre- 
ſumed that no friend to God, and the” public hapf * 
5 wilt be di diſpleaſed. | e e 
e 9 299: 37.31 "Had 
* » Ar the author is ſoli ca cenſure n 0 a 
— 5 — r 225 * 
mind, in its habitual. wiſh, to ſee the hand of God, as nearly as. poſſible, in all the 
good that takes place; he requeſts leave, in a note, to preſent this exewpic of i 
in alliance with ſuch paſſages of ſcripture | as theſe : Palm 1xxxvii. : 7: « Att "my 
ſprings are i in thee,” Pſalm cxxvii, r. Except the Lord huild the hauf, they 
labor in vain that build it.“ John iii. 27, 1 A man can receive nothing, ex- 
cept 1 be given. him from heaven,” __ xvii. 26. « In him we live and 2 | 


a, * all things ; z to o whom " hoy ha. Amen.” 


* 
Hed atbantenoofa in iu of i 
to make.uſe of a text, it would eee 
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_ And ler the hildreb 0 Ifrack drr unn the i Lord 

dane Lord" raiſed up 6/deleoerer to the children of I 

ruuli wh delivered themicoven Otlmidl, ther for of Ke: 
nas; Calls jounget brothers And the ſpirit of the 
hu cums upon him; an. le judge Ifraet, and went 

dm td war; und the Lord delivenedi Cufhanirifhac 

tei king of: Meſopotamia inio itt hand r Au his 
25 bat prevdiled: An pi eco command And tut 
| dun duct een 15 uli! i! 23.0472 1 . Atti 


„ bun 8g 44235 1 
Sſchis paſſage may, at leg leaſt, add 6 4 ome. weight and 
| hority 0 our 'yemarks;a5., we go along, it 7, not 
be, j;mprapes 10 obſerye, that the, poſterity of Abra- 
den, in he line of la and Jacoby were « people 
* dl. vauchſafed to take into a peculiarly.near, 
relation to bimſelf, and to call his people, He f a 
oper them the ving of his almighty, pres Ha 
Though. in in anger he occasionally withdrew, it, and 

chaſtened them for their apoltaſies,, | he orgot not, 
chat they were the progeny of Abratfam his friend, 
and a pe whom he had redeemed from the houſe 
ok bondage. In every. manner did be conlult their 
benefit,” Tie was Fehovak- their ſtrength. He pat 

© their enemies to, flight before their invincible hoſts, 

| ſettled them in ſecure poſſe ſſion of the good land of 
rosie, and cauſed it to pour from its bofom' ample” 


any thing was his paternal care more teiderly extend- | 
ed over 'them, than in interpoſing, hen they were 
broken by the iron rod of oppreſſion, and, in 
audience of their cries, extricating them out of 
the hands of their cruel opprefſors, through the inſtru- 
mentality of ſome eminent character, who was raiſed 
up for. that particular purpefe. Of this we have ſev- 
15 diſtin examples recorded in the book of Judges. 
, + Asthe defeats, captivities, and afMiQions;to whick 
this people were occaſionally abandoned, were the 
juſt puniſhment of their diſobedience; fo all the Gi. 
vine interpoſttions in their hehalf, io reſeue them from 
their fafferings, were in ſovereign and diſtinguſhing 
merey, for which all poſſible gratitude was due. 
And it is evidently in honor to the divine mercy, 
that theſe events are recorded, But it is important 
to remark, that the individual characters, who were 
introdueed on the theatre of public action, and made 
the- illuſtrious inſtruments of theſe deliverances, are 
named with particular reſpect, as examples, in-which 
: the 2 of God ene en eee Won | 
The imetpoſition of God, in bebulf of bie Arnerl- 
can Iſrael, has been as ſignal, and ought to be as de- 
voutly honored. Arid the cireumftances in both 
cafes are ſo fimilar, that the correſygjpdent duty muſt 
| ſtrike our minds with peculiar: force: After our an- 
etors had been led ost of their houſe of bondage, 
over an Ocean, as difficult of paſſage as the Red Sea, 
the — and Jordan ; and had been made f 
far ſucceſsful in driving the idolatrous ſavages 
mem, as"t6 obtain a comfortable ee in \bi 


+ 1 Ws 2 5 10 | 
then e but now A e 1 PE it pleaſed 
25 t Th God, perhaps for the wrongs which were done to his \ 
- | | goodneſs, to give them, and eſpecially their poſterity, L 
2: 1 up; to the, gradual encroachments of arbitrary power, 
+ WY until we were completely. loaded with the oppreſſive | 
ſhackles: of. a foreign and cruel; government. How 
_ ealamitous was our lot, under. the hand of the Princi- | 
pal agents of ;this government | They uſed us as 
Haves 5 ſtripped us of our property; maltreated and 
flew. many of our countrymen; {kirted our borders 
with flegts and armies ; inſtigated the ſavages to. deſ- 
elate our frontiers ; and preſented: us with. no alter- 
native, but unconditional ſubmiſſion, or entire exciſion, 
In connection with perſonal exertions, we had re- 
eourſa, in chis dilemma, by the moſt. ſolemn appeals 
and proſtrations, to the God of our fathers. He heard 
our prayer, in heaven his holy dwelling place, and 
raiſed up d deliverer, to us, the- children of his Ameri- 
ean Iſrael, even GEORGE WASHINGTON. And 
the ſpirit of the Lord came upon kim, and, placing him- 
ſelf at the head of our armies, he won out to war; and 
the Lord delivered the armies of the king of Gxeat Britain 
into his hand, and his hand prevuiled againſt the king of 
Great Britain; and the land has had reſt thirteen years. 
| \ This deliverance was incalculably great. And ſuch 
7 it muſt. may be, to every conſiderate. mind, 
BY which-is able to omprehend, with any tolerable juſt- 
. neſs, the contraſt which there, is, between our preſent 
ſituation, and what we muſt ſuppoſe it would have 
hon} had. the deſigns of our oppreſſors, ſucceeded.* 
bi 9 „ e dit And 


i : jon, er Fer ago) edi 8 
inciple, than the 2 of * 5 P duter, who ſends 
N bigs 
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out ſucceſs, are bound down inevitably with tighter chains, - In this, ancientand 


3 Ne | Wh 
"Ap 25 our odjigutions of Nee to God are Vall, 
in proportion to the greatneſs of the deliverance ; ſo 1 
they riſe high in regard to the deliverer ; wheth- 1 
er we conſider the aſtoniſhing qualifications, with 
which he was furniſhed ; the long, and hazardous 
ſtruggles he has been made willing to ſuſtain; the 
confiſtent, reſpectable, and generous part he has been 
influenced to act; the wiſdom, with which his plans 
| have been concerted ; the calm and patient fortitude, 
with which he has borne oppoſition; or the general 
ſucceſs, which has crowned his exertions, during the 
long time he has moved -at the head of our military 
and civil departments. There are ſeveral circum- 
ſtances, in relation to this diſtinguiſhed character, 
which, as they diſplay the divine mercy to us, and 
call for our gratitude to him, are perhaps without a 
parallel. 1 need not inform you, that the elevated 
ſtation he was called to fill, while at the head of our 
armies, was extremely arduous ; ; and attended with, 
what would have been, to any other man, and to him, 
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without a peculiar bleſſing, inſurmountable difficul- 4 
ties. A 22 925 ſpread r N over an n extenſive ter- | 
1 595, © ROE | 


his leaſt FTE Dives ils to level distant foreſts, 15 reduce, to a productive 
culture, a new territory, Profit is the object. To ſecure this, government mult 
be efficient. And that it be efficient, it muſt be decifiihy with a tone, ſtern, and 
awful, i in proportion as diſtance from the throne renders its adminiſtration more 
difficult, Every privilege, and every patriotic effort, approximates, in the 
opinion of government, towards independence, And they, as all hiſtory teſtifies, 
who are ſo unfortunate as to go into an open rupture for that independence, with- 


— gs re 


modern politics perfectly harmonize, The moſt diſtant provinces of the Roman 
Empire wore a far heayier yoke than the municipal towns of Italy: And it is 
Vell known, that the waves which roll in the vaſt waters, between the twa 
 Iflands of Britain and Sumatra, laſh the ſhores of Indoſtan often with e 
1 I ſecond deluge, 


| — 
ritory, 8 in arms, — long local pre. 
Judices, wholly unaccuſtomed to the patient perſever. 
ance of a doubtful contention in war, were to be har- 
monized in their feelings, and led, with unremitting 
zeal, to concentrate their efforts to the one great ob- 
jet, the defence of all. Had a man of feeble con- 
_ ceptions,.of unpopular talents, of a captious temper, . 
ol aſpiring deſigns, and whoſe conduct upon the whole 
| would baye been calculated to detach, rather than to 
| conciliate, been at the head of our affairs; eſpecially 
in the firſt ſtages of the controverſy; when ve moſt 
needed a point of union, what an immenſe, probably 
irreparable, injury it would have been to our cauſe-! | 
Beſides, reſources were to be drawn from quarters, 
whence it ug next to impoſſible that they ſhould be 
derived. An;undiſciplined multitude, under the name 
ol an army, ever changing its ſubje&s, and quitting 
one want, but to embrace another, was to be kept to- 
gether; made to meet with firmneſs the yeterans of an 
old country; or to ſuſtain with patience the long and 
| tedious marches, the decampments, the retreats, the 
1 FBckneſſes, and the poverty of a-protrafied war. An 
is arduous buſineſs moſt certainly. Every thing per- 
taining to reputation, property, and life, was, with 
1 bhbeſe proſpeRts in view, to be virtually devoted. And 
| nothing ſhort f the moſt inflexible fortitude, under 
circumſtances inexpreſſibly trying, ſuperior to the in- 
fluence of craft, of 'bribery, and terror, would have 
laſted a day. And from whom could all this be ex- 
petted? Was this aſſemblage of rare talents found in 
the man we love? Yes : Our amiable Waſhington 
5 yas eminently mn" wy Providence, in all theſe re- 
ſpedds, 


W „ - 
ſped, ; to yy the part of our deliverer, He virtual. 


Ip wade all theſe ſacrifices, He encountered all theſe 


difficulties. He exerciſed all this patience. - By his 
conciliatory conduct, he concentrated all minds. 

the conſiſtency and dignity, which he diſplayed on all 
occaſions, he intimidated our enemies, baffled their 
deſigns, won the public confidence, and. held in ad- 
vantageous poize the public counſels, and the public 
operations, He ſubdued prejudices, wrought won- 
ders almoſt without any means, and led an unformed 
army to tegularity and conqueſt, His integrity roſe 
ſuperior to the moſt potent temptations, which an wo 
ulent government could proffer, . 


And here, my fellow citizens, let me aſk you to 
look back and confider, what would have become of 


our little, ſhattered, deſponding army, on ſeveral oc- 


caſions, had it not been for the tie, which the aſtoniſh- 


ing influence of his character formed How. certain- 

Iy would our enemies have ſwallowed them up, had 
he not dextrouſly concealed their weakneſs, which 
vas ſametimes extreme ! How ſoon diſſipated would 
have been our ſcanty fortunes, had not his own vigt- 
lant economy embraced every thing! And hoy ir- 
retrieyably low would our affairs have ſunk, had he 
been capable of the mercenary condutt of an Arnold! 
| How certain would have been our deſtruQtion, had 
he abandoned his poſt, when the deficiencies of the 
country, and the preſſure of circumſtances moſt irong- 
ly provoked him to it! | . 

It is, moreover, to be . 00 almoſt all oaks 


er great characters, who have figured in government, 


or in arms, have had ample pecuniary rewards in vie w, 
n i and 
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| Me | 
and Ee equendy'1 have aeliwalites Indbenſe fortunes ; 
'an'obje@ to which their efforts were. ſupremely di- 
retted. But our illuſturious Waſhington, with a diſ. 
intereſtedneſs almoſt fingular, has ſuſtained all this long 
and arduous ſtruggle, wholly unrewarded, f fave by | 
the approbation of his own mind, and the teſtimony, | 
- which is borne in all grateful hearts, that he has not 
ceaſed to deſerve well of his country. Inſtead of 
drawing property from the vitals of his country, which 
it certainly was in his power to do, he bas made a 
great and a cheerful facrifice. 

Again, moſt other men who have had capital influ- 

: ence in revolutions, or led powerful armies to victo- 
ry, have been ſtimulated by the baſeſt ambition. Hav- 
ing completed the deſtruQtion of the public enemy, 
they have appropriated dominion 'to themſelves, be- 
come tyrants over the country they profeſſed to de- 
fend; and perhaps tranſmitted the people to their de- 
ſcendants as indefeaſible property. How many exam- 
ples of this nature does hiſtory furniſh ? But our de- 
liverer, the great Waſhington, though, to ſay the leaft, 
gonjecture was flattering, as he had an incenſed arr 
nearly devoted to his will, ever paid a moſt ſcrupu- 
er- e to LANE exiting civil government, in all its 


branches. : 


The esl ieee of the farious Frederic the IIId, when nar- | 
rowly examined, appear to have been accompliſhed in a paltry ſtruggle for prop- 
erty, to which his claim was extremely queſtionable. And the great Duke ef 
Marlborough was accuſed of avariciouſly amaſſing great riches, in the wars of the | 
Low Countries, See Life of Frederic the IIId, and Millot's Elements of the : 
Hiſtory of England. 5 ; ; 

+ It is true, the Preſident receives an © e e's of et Gve 3 dol- 
lars. But this, if I am not miſinformed, is ſcarcely adequate to the defrayiag of 
his inevitable official expenſes. But if it were properly of the nature of a te- 
ward, what would it. be? It is not equal to the income of even * Prince of 
Wales, for: a A 


* 


. 5 


branches. aa 1 he had 3 be ſword of 
war into its ſheath, he generouſly ſtepped down from 
the exalted height, to which ſucceſs had raiſed him, 
aſſuaged the tumults of a diflolving army, by lenient 


vholly patriotic, diveſted himſelf of the robe of power, 


became a mere citizen, and retired to the. unambi- | 


tious calm of rural, and domeſtic life. 


But his character, as our deliverer, was not Eniſhed, | 


when he came to the end of the 1ouls of war. Sum- 


moned by the call of his country, he again re- 
_ nounced the tranquil comforts of his home and his 


farm, and launched on the perilous ocean of his po- 


litical career. Now the patriotic and the prudent, 


pleaſed to ſee the veſſel, i in which ſo much had been 
_ embarked, ſafely moored in the deſired harbor, 


trembled, leſt, in a new, untried, and diſtant voyage, 


ſome diſaſtrous ſtorm ſhould daſh hard 8 e and 
122 her comelineſs. | 40 
But the winds and ſtorms on beat i in vain. 80 

licitude i is turned into the greeting of increaſed joy. 
The great and good man aſſiſted, you know, in form- 


ing our excellent federal conſtitution. To the: Head 
of the Executive Department, the Firſt Chair of Gov-_ 


ernment, he was conducted, by the unanimous fuf- 
| frages of the people. There he has executed his 


high, and important truſt, through eight long years of 


dreadful uncertainty and hazard, expoſed to intrigues 
abroad, and the attacks of faction at home; held firm 
he reins of conſtitutional government, repelled the at- 


tacks of our inſidious adverſaries, kept off the ſcourge 
of war, maintained the public confidence, and guard- 
= * e * vith an equal hand. Having 


completed 
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: 2 aer v0 he is eee, 
ing from bis official relation to us, with the fame gen- 
eroſity and dignity, which he has ever diſplayed; is 
taking u final and ſolemn farewell of his country, with 
reſpeR to any public connection with it; and is again 
devoting himſelf DO pen e ha es en 
| qpeſtic life. 6 5 
Here pauſe e mately denz ae m- 
eAimable merey, the peculiar care of a gracious Got, 


in this caſe, extended to our cburtry.! And, white 


you take leave of this firſt politieal ebarakter in out 
country, and perhaps in our world, who' has been ad 
a Father with you, through ſo long and fo arduous a 
ſtruggle, let tears of gratitude to God, run down your 
checks; and join, on the elevated key of public 


praiſe, the acclamations of this day, that he hath gra- 


ciouſſy vouchſafed to diſtinguiſh, and enrich you ſo 
highly, in this his ſervant. And that you may feel 
the obligation the more, confider ſor a moment, here, 
the vaſt importance, in times ſo perilous, when old 
ſyſtems of government were diſſolving, and new ones 
vere to be formed ; when the bonds by which we 
vVvere holden together were extremely feeble; when 
the jealouſy of party was in danger of ſapping the 
foundation of our political exiſtence; when we were 
expoſed to intrigue and faction; when i it was with the 
utmoſt difficulty that the ſhip of ſtate could be ſteer- 
ed ſo as to ſtrike neither Scylla nor Charybdis ; of our 
having ſuch a man at the helm, in whom the confi- 

dence of all could be freely placed; who might be a 
bond of union to all; who, could extend his views a- 


en e. extenſive. diſcerment, and keep his 
to ER ouurts 


92 WI 


— abeybaſell. f 


unn, in chis 


Re ebe 


nothing but add (o the blackneſs of its. own. ou 


mauths. Our country is at peace, and, dhe tumbling 


of ſpeculators apart, in great proſperity; And the good, 


. and great man. retires, loaded with the beſt honors 


which were ever borne, the admiration and dleffing, 
of the beſt part of a free, and underſtanding people. 


orable, and uſeful life, and a preparation for the bliſs of 
the rightecus. May his laſt, and beſt advice be im- 


preſſed on every heatt; and his great political ex- 
ample be impreſſed on every eye; that all, as citi- 


ens of the moſt happy of all n _ «opt 
the one, and imitate the other. - -_ 

..,;Leſts.in admiration of the man, you ee Joſs 
übt of that all perfeR Being, who formed and endow- 


ed him, and to whom therefote, gratitude.is ſupremely | 


due; Im ntr at you, to View all that is great, 
; Uſeful, ot amiable i in him, ot in the part he has been 
enabled. to act, as ſo many fich diſcoveries, of the 
e benignity of of the bleſſed 2 towards us, 


6 E me leave now. to alk your attention to 
quite another obj ekt, wholly diffimilar to this, yet ſuch 
as. vught' to be e noticed, in the grateful 
; * acknowledgments of this Fr. It was obſerved, in the 


te! of this Wege iſe, that hw: among exhauſt. 
835 C leſs 
FP | 
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May his laſt days be the peaceful ſequel of an hon- 


| 1 8 
leſs leſs diſplays of dine gomtac calling for our-grati- 
tude, the time yould allom me to ſelect and : dwell 


upon but two or ihres. Our duty, reſpecting the ob- 
| jekt I now have in my eye, will, perhaps, ftrike your 
minds advantageouſly, under a quotation from the 


Pſalms, which, if you 8 =o _ raed as a 


| "uw M's to a new apts r e E26G8 ie 


+ & ah * 


| Pp 8 A L M eli. Ry 2, 3 a” 3 So 

Bleſs the Lord, O my foul ; and all that is within me, 
bleſs his holy name. Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and 
forget not all his benefits. Who forgiveth, all thine 
iniquities : Who healeth all thy di 
eth thy life from deſtruftion : Who, cx, 
loving kindneſs, and tender mercies: Who Satigfieth | 
thy mouth with good things, o 1 thy ab is Tenew- 
ed like the eagles. _ . 


THE laſt verſe of this pallage Wards to our 


winds a firiking. memento of the annual tide of rg | 


3 V8 


more e ſeaſon, than that which i is paſt ? Has 


it not covered our tables, filled our markets, and 


diffuſed plenty through our whole territory ? No par- 


ticular judgment has fallen on any part of the huſband- 


man's toil. Or, at leaſt, none which has been general- 


: ly felt. The cries of the great multitude of the poor 
in diſtant countries,“ are ſcarce at all heard i in our 


| ſtreets. The paths of that ample and munificent 
Providence, which preſides over the ſeaſons, drop 


marrow and fatneſs to us, * He crowneth the year 
| with 
* Ariſing, however, not © from: the tarrownely of 7 AS: ſupplies, but 


from the inequalitics produced, by feudal ſyſtems, and oppreflive meaſures 


p "i 
with his b He ſendeth ene into: the val. val 


leys, which run among the hills. He watereth the 


hills from his chambers ; the earth is ſatisfied with 
the fruit'of thy works. He cauſe ch ihe graſs io grow 
for the cattle, and herb for the ſervice of man; that he 
may bring forth food out of the earth: And vine 


that maketh glad the heart of man, and oil to make 


his face to ſhine, and bread which ſtrengtheneth man's 
heart. O Lord, how manifold are, thy works! in 


5 wiſdom haſt thou made them all: The earth is full 


of thy riches. O that men would praiſe the Lord for 


his goodneſs, and for bis wonderful works, unto the | 


children of men!“ 


But another branch of FW lin is, & Who heal- 


eth all thy diſeaſes : Who redeemeth thy life from 


deſtruQion.” Here the tear of painful remembrance 
way poſſibly ſtart from ſome of your eyes. Some 


part of our common country have been viſited with 


noxious and fatal diſeaſes. We ourſelves have felt, 


with more ſeverity than we ever felt before, the hand 
of the juſtly indignant Lord of heaven and earth. 


With the flowing tide of his unnumbered bounties, 


he has righteouſly intermixed the ſad ingredient of a 
wide-ſpreading death. You. will remember how fre- 
quently we trod the dreary way to the grave, the houſe 


| appointed for. all living. Some of the dear objeQs : 
of your affeRion, who participated in the comforts of 


your ample board on the laſt thankſgiving day, you 
bave been obliged to depoſit with the dead. And 
| the heaving ſigh of tender remembrance will, I 
doubt not, follow them. to the place ara they lie 


>». 


/ 


Mi INS 


n to duſt. 80 uncertain are all/ our carth- 
| | | lx 


jp comfort. 8 fleeting is every e 
proper it is for us to rejoice, in preſent-- things, as 
ve rejoiced not; and to remember; in our 
eſt temporal condition, in our higheſt worldly eleva- 
— is altogether 'yanity. So proper ook 
to be in the habitual refleftion, that the 7 
this world, howevet enchanting, paſſeth away. 
- Yet, my friends, let not your remembrahce TOY 
afllitive ſcene, which has elapſed; be too poignant j 
| nor let it chill, at all, the feryor of our gratitude to 
ö him, who healeth all our diſeaſes. Seyeral of you 
5 vere dangerouſly fick, with the epidemic difordery 
Z to whom now the vigor of health is reſtored. The 
tives of thoſe God has eminently redeemed from 
deſtruction. To ſuch the debt of gratitude is pecu- 
Harly great. Conſider, moreover, that we are pun- 
iſhed far leſs than our iniquities deſerve; that, in 
the midſt of judgment, God bath remembered mer- 
ey; and that his kindneſs, even when in the depths 
of our diſtreſs, ſuperabounded the _—_— od his it. 
c pleaſure. HE 
Let us mourn for our fins, which projeket'h him to 
| chaften us with ſo much ſeverity ; and mingle godly 
ſorrow, with godly Joy. He ſaw fit, in ynteſerved 
| compaſſion, to eommand the plague to ſtay. He has, 
in the iſſue, compaſſed us about with ſongs of deliy- 
erance. Very juſtly might we all have been cut doun; 
For we are, except whetein his grace reſtrains us, 
cumberers of his ground. To him folely it is to be 
aſcribed, that ſo miany of us are alive, and that exten- 
five health, with its concomitant enjoyments, is again 


gore. We are the livivg. And why are we the | 
| em | 


C2 


de but o praiſe God ? « The living, the Tring, 


he ſhall praiſe tue. 4 'x 


It may be proper, on. this codons 5 1 po | 


the number of deaths, which took place in this town, 
and in this ſociety, during the courſe of the fickneſs 
and mortality, which the foregoing” obſervations re- 
ſpect. From the moſt accurate eſtimate I am able 
to make, and that it ſhould be erroneous is hardly 
poſſible, the following appears to be a juſt ſtatement. 
From the 19th of July, the day on which young 
Mr. Carey died; to November 18th, when a child of 
| Benjamin Heywood, Eſq. deceaſed, the laſt which 
died of the dyfemery, the number of deaths, through 


the town extenſively, amounted tio 68 
reg war I ERS 66 — 37 


- Of biber dit ders, c e gp 10 


From the ſerond pariſh, Se e-; beg? 


| Of tes, wit the G, eee 
Of other diſorders, r eg R ES > 
Total of thoſe who died with the Aon 


Of which there were perſons-upwards > I 
of five years of age, | T 5 
COPE u en — ae | 

' Kay 


2225 a 


® comparatiye View, of the mortality of the paſt year 3 with the aſſiſtance of the | 
| Rev. Mr. Bancroft, an obituary for the fix paſt mona vgs * wy 
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and 


and aſcribe. bleſſing, and honour, and 


* 


Ju a a WE 
55 * the rich bleſſing of ſanAifying, and everlaſting grace. 
When ve conſider the prodigious waſte of mankind, 


is taking place in other parts of the world, 


. "ſome parts of the ſouthern States, and eſpecially in 
the Weſt Indies, we -cannot but admit, and there- 


have been mereifully ſpared. Let the affligion ſerve 


to effect its great end, our humiliation. under the 


mighty hand of God. Let us be ſolicitous, that, 


4 theſe light aMiQtions, which are but for a moment, 
work for us a far more efceeding, and eternal weight of 


glory. Let us be perſuaded, by the moſt potent of all 


arguments, the goodneſs of God, to break off our fins by 
_ righteouſneſs, and our iniquities by turning unto the 
Lord; welcome, with believing joy, the overture of ſal- 


vation in the great. Immanuel, who is the reſurreQion 
and the life,-and, with ſcrupulous obedience, walk: in 


All his commandments. Thus Jet us demonſtrate the 
genuineneſs of our gratitude, by its legitimate fruits. 
It may be repeated again, that we are puniſhed far 


leſs than our iniquities deſerve. Let us be deeply 


ſenſible of it. And looking abroad upon the unnum- 


far more fatally, beyond compariſon, malig- 
5 nant diſorders have raged during the paſt ſeaſon, in 


for ought grate fully to feel, that upon he whole we _ 


bered mercies of the divine band, of a public and 


private natuxe, obſerving the entifE preſervation ex-. 


' tended to ſo many of our: families, ang the kindneſs 


reached out to all, let us join the ſymphony of this day, 
glory, unto him 
who redeemeth our lives from deſtruQtion, and e 


eth us with 00G kindneſs, and tender mercy. 


„ „„ Eo * NATURE, | 
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LO T nnd joinery ny fo 8 

1 dend the fpacious temple of the ſky, . EB 9 
d join; and, ardent, raiſe. . pt 1% 8 . | 7 F - 

general ſong ! To Him, ye vocal 8 1 £226; 7 5 7 

Breathe oft, whoſe Spirit in your r 

eee liar ee! | 

_ Where, o'er the rock, the ſcarcely waving pine 

Fills the brown ſhade with a feligious awe. * — 5 | 


« * 


And ye, Whoſe bolder note is heard aar, 
Who ſhake th' aſtoniſh d world, life high to heaven 
Twi impetuous fong, and ſay from whom you rage. 
- His praiſe, ye brooks, attune, ye trembling rills *. * | 
And let me catch it as I muſe along. GX.) — 5 og 4 
Ve headlong torrents, rapid, and proſoun ls -: 

| Ye ſofter floods, that lead the humid mar; "4 
, Along the vale}; and thou, majeſtic main, * 

A ſecret world of wonders in thyſelf, 3 8 
Sound His ſtupendous praiſe ; whoſe greatey-voice 72 
as bids you roar, or bids your roarings fall. 
Soft roll your incenſe, herbs, and fruits, and flowers, 
In mingled clouds to Him; whoſe ſun exalts, 5 
Whoſe breath perfumes you, and whoſe pencil ound 
Ye foreſts bend, ye harveſts wave, to im; | 
Breathe your ſtill ſong into the reaper's heart, 
As home he goes beneath the joyous moon. 
Ye who keep watch in heaven, as earth aſleep 
Unconſcious hes, effuſe your mildeſt beams, 
Ye conffellations, while your angels ſtrike, 
Amid the ſpangled ſky, the ſilver lyre. 
Great ſource of day ! beſt image here below | FE 
Ol thy Creator, ever pouring wide, | 

2 2 Ftom world to we rid. the vital ocean W + _ 
4 On Nature write With every beam His n 
Ve chief, for Mom the whole creation ſmiles, | 2 

At once the hend, the heart, and tongue of all, WS. 

- Crownathe great hymn ! In ſwarming cities vaſt, ; „ 

Aſſembled men, to the deep organ join Wn + 
| The long reſounding voice, oft breaking clear, LIES, 

„ At folemn . through the e baſe ; "Has 


1 
* 
. | 


* 
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ated — riſe to — as — . 7 the 
Or if you rather, chooſe the rural 5 He 
— find a fane in every ſacred grove ; 5 


4 


The prompting ſeraph, and the poet's. IVre. 
Still ſing the God of Seaſans, as they roll. 3 
For m&þ when I forget the darling themem 
ether the bloſſom blows, the Summer a 


Ruſſets the plaig, ag/piring Autumn gleams; 8 bd, 


Or. Winter riſes in the blackening eaſt; 


Be my tongue mute, may fancy paint no wore, 1 74 3 


And. dead to joy, forget my heart to beat !, £48 bees 
Should Fate command me to the fartheſt; verge - 

Of the greet earth, to diſtant barbarous climes, 
Rivers nl knn to ſong ; here firſt the ſun 

Gilds Indian mountains, or his ſetting beam 
Flemes on th' Atlantic iſles ; tis —— to me; 8 
Since God is ever preſent, ever felt, 
In the void waſte as in the city full; 


And where He vital breathes, there * be Joy. ; | 


When even at laſt the ſolemn hour ſhall come, 
And wing mygpyſtic flight to future worlds, 5 

I cheerful will obey ; there, with new Pas. 
Will riſing wonders ſing : I cannot go. 

Where Univerſal Love not ſmiles around. 1 
Suſtaining all yon orbs and all their ſons 3 - _ _ 
From ſeeming evil ſtill educing good, . — | 
And better thence again, and better ſtill, _ 

In infinite progreſſion. But I loſe _ 

Myſelf in Him, in Light ineffable ! - 


Come, then, corals; Silence, age his big . 
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ere let he ſhepherd's flute, the virgin!s ur, ; 1 
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